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Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber visits with children of the Zenel Hajdin/Sveti Sava Elementary School in Ponesh/Pones. Huber spoke to students, teachers

and local officials during his visit.

TFF commander paysvidst toeementary school

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

PONESH/PONES,
Kosovo— It wasaspring like
day in this scenic community on
Feb. 8, asBrig. Gen. Keith
Huber paid avisit to the children
and teachers of the Zenel
Hajdin/Sveti Sava Elementary
School. Thiswasthefirst such
visit the Task Force Falcon
Commander has made to an
academicingtitution.

Astheamiling children
stood in arow, Huber shook
hands and greeted each one. He
then addressed all the children.

“Y ou are the future of
Kosovo,” he said. “ The lessons
that you learn here, at school,
and in your homeswill shape
your attitudes, and shapethe
people that you grow into. The
lessonsyou learn standing next
to each other, right now, will
determine how you act as adults.
Asyou learn from your books,
the strength of ademocracy is
diversity and tolerance. And as
you learn from interacting here
withthisgroup, that you'real
human beings. Learn these
lessonswell, of tolerance and
understanding.”

Bajram Shala, an 8-year-

old student at the school,
enjoyed meeting the American
Generdl. “It wasgood,” he
said. “| liked him.”

Huber then met with the
teachers at the school. He
listened to their concerns about
structural repairs the school
needs, and then spokewith
them. He praised the sacrifices
of the teachers, and the
cooperation among different
ethnic groupsin the community
of Ponesh/Pones. Hethen
discussed the future of
Kosovo.

“The example of what
you are physically accomplish-

ing here, isthat children of
ethnic diversity and different
languages can cometo the
samephysica locationwiththe
common god of receiving an
education,” Huber said. “1 am
ready to assist you with the
physical repairs of this school,
for thechildren.

Ladies and gentlemen, you
in this room are the role models
for the rest of Kosovo, because
you have put aside your violent
history for the welfare of the
children. Perhgpsin the children
theredl lesson can be learned
here. It'snot what' sin those
(Please e VISIT, page7)

Visit us on line at http://www.tffalcon.hqusar eur.ar my.mil
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The art of communication: listening is the key

Jugtthiswesk | finisheda
very revardinggroupof sendng
sessonswithour soldiers and
leadersover thelast twoweeks.
Eachof thegroupssubmittedto
me, ahead of time, 251030
questionsthat they wanted meto
addressduring atwo-hour
sssonwitheach group. | found
i thequetionstobea aPH.D.

2 level, and thequestionsfocused

- onthehigger paliticd, military
picture Thereweresome
questionsonqudity of lifeissues,
but most of thequestionswerea amore sophidticated,
visonary levd thenonemightimmediatdy think youwould
see Itredly brought uptheissueof how weasaninditution,
and humenbeings communicatewith esch ather.

Onceagan, theadvantageto being forward deployed,
herein Kosovo, isthat we havethe opportunity to communi-
cate Letstakealook a how wecommunicatetoday. | think
we velog someof theskill sets

If youask most Americanstoday, ‘tdl methethree
waysthat you communicate’ | submit toyou thet themgjority
of the peoplewould sy dectronic, whichisemall. Weall
would sy thet thisisagreet technology advencement. I'm
notconvincedthatitis I'mpersonelly not thrilled withe-mals
becausee mall placespeoplewithintheir ownisolaion, within
adeileenvironment, St benind their desks punchonthis
keyboard, reed what isonascreen, and hit send. I'mnot
surethat thet it doesnot equatetoanindividud bengina
darkened room, or adark moviethester, or inacrowd during
ademongration situgtion. They don't fed individually respon-
sble or connected towhat they writeor do. They aresimply,
inisoletion. They can print and say whetever they want, and
thenthey dectronicaly sendit off. It sasif fromthet paint,
they then nolonger have any responsihlity for it. They’ vedone
their job. Message sent wasan“ACTION PASSED.” Then
wegetinto“Well didn'tyoureedthee-mall | sentyou?’ or“l
responded tothet ine-mail.” Thislacks what ismostimpor-
tartinmy mind, theredipient/listener, thepersonwhoyou are

takingto. Thisiswhat wenesd whenwe peformtheart of
communication, thepersonthet you' recommunicatingwith.

Y esthere are some dectronic techniquesto determineif
someoneopened thee-mail. And therearedectronictech-
niquestofigureoutif thee-mail wasreoaved, but youtruly
havenoideawhoreed thet email, if they received thet e-mail,
if theintended reci pient received thet email, andthenwhere
dsethat email went. With thestrokeof akey, how many
peoplerecaived it? Thisisthe proverbid cheinlletter here, thet
someone hastaken, intended for onerecaver, and hasnow
forwarded it to multiple addressees whichwerenever
intended torecaiveit, and may infact havedtered the content
of your messege SoI’mnat afan of email communications
asatedniqued communication by itsdf.

Now those same Americanswould probebly say thet
their sscond techniqueof communicetionisthetelephone:
Thetdephoneisawayshard, becauseit dependsonthe
languege barrier, thedatity of thephoneling thetoneof vaice
Youmay or may not redvethemessege, or themessegethet
you retranamitting may or may not havebeenrecaved. The
at of communicationisavery complex art. Itinvolvesmore
thanwords.

Tome wha most peoplewould probebly say would
bethar third choiceof communications, isadwaysmy first
choice, and thet isface to-face communications Oneonone,
person to person, persond communicationswhereyou cansit
down, without being distracted, you cangiveyour full atention
tothe person you' re peeking to. Y ou have the apportunity to
obsarvether nonverbd cues thar body language Youcan
look into their eyes, and you have some sort of ideaasto
whether or not they’ rerecaiving your message of wht you
aretrying to communicate Fecetoface communicationsisa
red at, tryingtodearly sateyour message, and performing
quaity control, asto how themessageisgoing tobereceived,
and then thet the message was recaved.

Themostimportant part of communicationsistheskill of
ligening. Themgarity of people can, some can spesk vary
quiddly, andinmultiplelangueges But dothey ever ligen?Do
they ever absorb? Do they ever comprehend thet their
messegeisheing recaved?

| congder mysdf to beafarly deer and concise

communicetor, but as| hed theprivilegeto st downwith our
oldiers andleaders inthesesensing sessons alot of the
questionsthey asked, had been questionsthat | had answered
indifferent forumsto different people Soimmediatdy itgave
mefeadback asto the effectiveness of the communications
throughout the Task Foroe Felcon family. And then | could tell,
because| hed the questionsaheed of time, | could tell fromthe
audience whether or not | wesredlly answering their ques-
tions, from thenon-verbal fesobeck.

| have sad toyou beforethat wedl will walk avay
fromthisdeployment, better trained individually and collec-
tively. Wewill dl build astronger bond, bessd on mutud
regpect and trust ineach ather. | ask you now to challenge
yourstlf,inyour interactionswith fellow soldiers; inyour
dedlingswith humen beings to taketheadditiond effortto
forceyoursdf to dedl with people personelly, and tousethe
technology based e-mail asasecond or third resort. To put
thehuman touch back into theart of communication, andto
be more concerned with the accuracy and completeness of
themessagethat you' resending, and thereforeneedsto be
recdved, rather than how quickly you can punch thedectrons
out.

Theat of communicationissomething likeamusde
groupthet if not exercised, will arophy. Theart of communi-
cation should beavery persond &far wherethoughtsthet you
have, conogatsthat you have, withinyour brain, withinyour
heart, that you explainto peoplehow youfed, andwhet you
wart themto accomplish. It isthemost importart thing wedo.

Sol want youto reflect upon how you communicate
withyour fellow soldiers your leedership, your parents, your
family, or with your friends How do you expressto them your
concerns, your challenges, and your frustrations? How do
youdlow themto underdand thecomplexity of thesituation
you currently faoe? So thet maybethey can undersand, and
beof somehelp, sothet they can coundl, so thet you canhelp
your fellow soldiers o thet you can coundil them. How wll
doyouligen?It' samazingwhat youleamwhenyoustop
pesking, andyou listen, and you show peoplethat you're
willingtolisten. Sowork onthismusdegroup. Don'tletit
arophy. Leam onceagain, theart of communications

ClimbtoGlory ... tothetop.

NCO support channel: complementing the chain of command

The Army has several
channels used in passing
information through organi-
zations to accomplish its
mission; the Chain of
Command, Staff or Techni-
cal, and the Noncommis-
sioned officer support
4 channel. | will focus on the
Noncommissioned officer
support channel, and
provide some expectations
the Army hasfor it to assist
the chain of command in

Command Sgt. Maj.
Ted Walker

accomplishing its mission. The regulations de-
scribe the NCO support channel as being parallel
and complementing the chain of command. In
other words, they work side by side, and assist
the commanders.

It isaway of communications and supervi-
sion from the command sergeant major to first
sergeant and other NCOs and enlisted personnel
in units. This channel plans and conducts the day-
to- day unit operations within policies and direc-
tives. It is responsible and accountable for the
training of soldiersin their MOS, basic skills and
attributes of asoldier. It must teach soldiersthe
history, military customs, courtesies and tradi-

tions of the Army, along with caring for soldiers
and their family members at all times, keeping up
with weapons, equipment, and instilling Army
values. The NCO channel must set high stan-
dards and lead by example.

| believe that in order for units to be effec-
tive and efficient both the chain of command and
the NCO channel have to work as a team, each
realizing that something is greater than them-
selves. These are two paths with many connect-
ing trenches, with the same purpose: mission
accomplishment and welfare of the soldiers. They
are a recipe for success.
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Sol di er

on the Street

What do you like best about being in Kosovo?

Spc. JessicaBlimline,
Clerk

10th SSB

(Camp Monteith)

“| can take college classses for free
to earn promotion points.”

Sgt. 1st ClassLarry Phillips,
Assistant S-3NCOIC

Task Force 1-30

(Camp Monteith)

“Battalioninteraction with the schools,
especially Mucbaba, whichisone of the
lessfortunate schoolsin our sector.”

Sgt. Jeffery Self,
Finance NCO
10th SSB Finance
(Camp Bondsteel)

“Thechow hall. | likethe 24-hour
access and the food selection.”

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

Sgt. Robert Hussey,
S6

Task Force 1-30
(Camp Monteith)

“1’ve been to the Balkansthreetimes. |
love the weather and the people.”

Capt. OnintzaWren,
JVB Chief

TFF JVB Office
(Camp Bondsteel)

“Thebeautiful mountainsthat you see
when you come out of thedinning
facility inthemorning.”

Spc. Scott Franz,
Mechanic

HHC, 27th Engineer
(Camp Bondsteel)

“ Gettingto seeanew country and meeting
thepeople. Experiencinganew culture.”

A second helping of teamwork

by Spc. Bill Putham
Staff Writer

Likeafew othersl’ veinterviewedthelast threemonths,
thisismy sscond tour intheBalkans But unlikemy
intervieweeswho' vetraveled around theregion, I'vere-
manedrdatively $ationary; thisismy sscondtourinKasovo
intwoyears

My dldunit, aNationd Guardunitfrom\Weaghington
date, arived herein December of 1999. | wasbrand new to
joumdiamat thetime But dongtheway, onthat severrmonth
long adrendinerush, | leamed afew thingsabout me, andthe

I workedwithalot of different unitsfrom different
nationsand different partsof our ovn Amy. Evay timel
showed up to do astory, peopletook mein and showed me
theropes. They mademefed apart of them, amember of
theirteam.

InlateMay of 2000 hed about amonth before
redeployed beck to Seettle My editor sent meout on afive-
day missontothevillageof Mogilla whereaplatoonfromthe
1¢ Battdion, 187th Infantry Regiment wasstationed. Those
fivedaysweresomeof thebest I'd ever patinthe Army.
Mogillawas and sill might be, atownwithalot of ethnicelly-
besed tension. Theweether becameincressingly hotter and
thetensdoninthet ville whilenewtome, washigh. My first day
there, wedetained aSerb womanwho threw arock & alittle
Albaniangirl. Theplatoon sergeent told metosuit up. | was
goingwithhis“grabteam.” | sill remember thet womean' sface
asshelooked & the 25 Infentrymeninfull bettleratttewho hed
cometo take her back to the command post at the church.
Shelooked scared, concarned and allittle defiant in those brief
moments | sood behind one grunt and took photos ashe
provided cover for hisplatoon sergeart. | glimpsad hisfadd
expressonandamilebriefly. | asked himabot it leter thet
night. Hetold meheloved hisjob and whereheweas and he
wasglad | wasthereto seeit.

A coupledf dayslater, | wasout with afireteeminthe
platoon on an Obsavation Pod/Ligtening Post missonwhen
anddely Serbwoman' shousewastorched. Theorange
flameslegped upintheblack sky, destroying thetown’scalm
that night. Soonafiretruck from Vitinashowed upand put the
fireout. Thesamegrunt and | helped put theamoldering
embersout with my came badk. “ Get some, PAO!” hesad
tomeasthewater poured from thehoseontotheembers.

Later that night wewerein thefarm fiddsthet suround
Mogilla Asastormapproachedus wesatinthetal grassand
waited for anyonetrying to comeback andfinishthejob a the
house: A few timeswe heerd some noisssfrom the houseand
aocoupleof theguyswould gointoinvestigate My jobwasto
cover thehousewhilemy buddy next tomecovered thefields
behind us Thenoiseswe heard turned out to be somepigs
uck inabam next tothehouse:

Asl Iefttofilemy sory & Camp Bondsted thenext
day, thegrunt pulled measideand told metotell how it redly
wasout there A few weskslater | wasonaplanehome,
leaving Kasovo, | thought, forever.

| il think about thosefive daysneatly two yearslater.
Toseewhat | saw, theburned out houses, defiant peopleand
theteamwork of thet unit asthey dedt withit al, mekesme
wonder whet drives peopleto stay inand comeback to
StuetionslikeK asovoor Bosniaor even, now, Afghanistan.

Thereisno oneanswer. Each of ushesadifferent
resson for coming back to oneregionin particular, or con-
santly deployingto new places For someof usit'sthe
exdtement of riding onthespear’ stip, banginthemiddeof
theaction. For athersit’ sthe chanceto travel. Thenthereare
mewho comefor theteamwork.

How many peopleback home can say they' vebeento
Kosovo?Who back homecan say they' vehel ped cregte
pesce? Others can say they were on football or bassbdl
championship teams but not many can say they wereapart
of teemthat medeadifferencein someone slife We as
ldiers, armen, marinesand sailors, cananswer theabove
questions—espedidly thelest one

| flew homeand into awhde new world for me |
retumed to collegeand sarted allife. But somethingwas
missng, something thet | couldr't put my finger onbedkinthe
States.

Nealy twoyearslater | findly found out why | came
beck here | wasmising something frommy life, something
1"d never experienced until thoseseven monthsin 2000. |
missed being apart of ateam.
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by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPWHITE EAGLE—
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Paul Smyrski
could be patrolling the highways of
Southern California, but instead he
choseto fly the skies over Kosovo.

The 35-year old UH-60
Blackhawk medevac pilot, amember
of the 717th Air Ambulance Com-
pany (Nevada and New Mexico
Army National Guard), Task Force
Dragon, knew there was a possibility
of being deployed when hejoined the
Guard. Hejust didn’t count on
waiting thislong for it to happen.

“I lovewhat | do (in the Guard),
so| don’t mind being here,” he said
of hisunit’sactivation in October.
“Prior to being deployed to Kosovo,
our missions consisted of weekend
drills, annua training periods (15-
days), and occasionally responding to
State emergencies.

“Theonly downsidetobeinga
medevac pilot isthe fact that most of
our timeisinastandby mode waiting
for something to happen.”

Recallingamissionthat wasn't
training oriented, Smyrski said he had
just begun his career as apilot when
an incident occurred oneyear during
the unit' sannua training mission.

“That was an unfortunate
incident,” hesaid. “Wewere per-
forming annud training during Roving
Sands when we received acall that
some German soldiers were hurt
during the exercise. We had to
medevac them to the nearest hospital.
Beinginvolvedinastuation likethat
made me realize theimportance of
our mission.”

However, there are positives.

“For me personaly, thishas
been agreat opportunity to hone my

Army National Guard pilot/California
trooper enjoying active duty tour

piloting skills and learn more about my
unit membersfrom New Mexico. | love
being in the Guard.”

That's evident when you consider
that the 18-year Guard veteran splits his
time as a patrolman with the Cdifornia
Highway Patrol inthecity of Riverside
and with hisaviation unit, whichis
located more than 520 miles away.

“| could have opted to transfer to
another unit closer towherel live, but |
redly enjoy the 717th. The members of
my unit arelikefamily tome. | enlistedin
the Guard at the age of 18 to pay for my
collegeeducation. | wasinitidly aflight
medic, with the god that | would bean
(aviator) oneday. Choosing the Warrant
Officer program was the best way to
pursue my dream,” he said of having
graduated fromtheU.S. Army’sAvia
tion School at Fort Rucker, Ala, in
1993.

Smyrks said hisaffection for flying
began when he was ayoungster growing
up in Minnesota

“| had paper airplanes and model
helicopters everywherein my room. My
older brother also had ambitions of
flying, so we both shared the same
dreams. My brother beat meto the
punch. Hewas an active duty instructor
pilot at Fort Rucker, so that only in-
spired meto become apilot. It did take
melonger to get to thispoint in my
career, but thereis no where | would
rather be,” Smyrski said as he took a
break from ajoint medevac exercise
withthe POLURKBAT (Polishand
Ukrainian armies) soldiers at their base
camp located in the Multinationa
Brigade (East) sector during thefirst
week of February.

Of flying hisrotary winged aircraft
onaregular basisin Kosovo, which
averages out between 90 to 120 hours
per month, Smyrski’seyeslight up.

“| get ashot of adrenalinewhen |
am up thereflying. | likethefact that |

amin control of thesituation. Thereisno
placethat | would rather be,” he said.

Comparing his career in the
CdiforniaPatrol to being apart time
(M-day) soldier in the Guard, he said
both occupati ons require making spur of
the moment decisions.

“Hying and law enforcement have
taught meto be more patient. Both

Saff Sygt. Michael McCord/photo
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Paul Smyrski loves being a pilot in the Army National Guard.

require making decisionsinstanta
neoudly. Also, both aresimilar inthe
fact that they have a structure system
inplace. My ultimategoal isto bea
pilotinthe CaliforniaHighway Petrol.
Until then, | will enjoy the opportuni-
ties| haveflying hereand back inthe
Nevada Army National Guard.”

TFF Deput y Commander CMD

Reflectlng on African-American her oesof theVietham War

In
-
previous
aticle, |
wrote of
great
African-
American
heroes of
the
American
Revolu-
tion.In
thisissue
| want to
introduce
youto
more contemporary heroes. Asa
veteran of thewar In Vietnam, | fed a
kinship with these great Americans.

By thetimethe U.S. wasfully
involved in the Vietnam War, the armed
forces had been desegregated for nearly
twenty years. The progress of two
decades of advancement was clearly
visible. On-base housing and dependent

Col. Lawrence Saul

schooals, particularly inthe southern
states, werefully integrated and the
Army society was making great strides
ineradicating racism. Blackshad made
tremendous progressin al aspects of the
military profession, in terms of promo-
tionsto high ranks, in critica leadership
positionsand asrole modelsfor the
hundreds of thousands of volunteersand
drafteesfilling the growing legions of the
Army.
Asthewar grew inintensity,
beginning in late 1965, more and more
U.S. formations engaged enemy unitsin
large scale, fixed battles. The U.S.
Army’selite 173rd Airborne Infantry
Brigade was the first mgjor formation to
take the war to the enemy. In aseries of
clashes, the gung ho paratroopers
inflicted significant defeats upon both the
Viet Cong (VC) guerillasand regular
troopsof the North Vietnam Army
(NVA). Asmore and more US divisions
entered the fray, increasing numbers of
Blacks were advancing to higher and
higher positions and ranks. Three

African-Americans made history duri ng
thewar. Their contributions and sacri-
ficesarein keeping with the finest
traditions of military service and serveto
remind us of the higher calling al soldiers
have answered.

Pfc. Milton L. Olive, anative of
Chicago, enlistedinthe Army inAugust
1964, after having attended Saints
Junior College. He volunteered for both
Infantry and Airbornetraining. Hewas
assigned to B Co., 2nd Battalion, 503rd
Airborne of the 173rd Brigadein May
1965. Pfc. Olive becamethefirst
enlisted man and first Black to earn the
Medal of Honor since the Korean War
when, on 22 October 1965 he sacri-
ficed hisown lifeto savethe lives of
threefellow soldiers. Pfc. Olivewillingly
and sdlflessly threw hisbody onto an
enemy hand grenade that had been
throwninto themidst of hisplatoon.
Using his body to absorb the blast, PFC
Milton saved thelives of hiscomrades.
He was awarded the Medal of Honor
posthumously for his* conspicuous

gallantry and intrepidity above and
beyond the call of duty”.

Asthewar raged and the Army
expanded, more and more Blacks were
assuming leadership positionsinvast
numbers. Company command, critical
for future advancement, was one posi-
tion to which Blackswereroutinely
assigned. It was not unusual to find
Black officersin other crucia positions.
Asupward mobility propelled young
men to higher and higher positions of
authority, they roseto meet the chal-
lenges. To the young grunt in thefield,
seeing successful Black officerswasa
sign of thechanging times.

Capt. Riley Pitts, by all measures
was atruly remarkable commander.
Having entered the Army in 1960,
through the Reserve Officer Training
Corps program of the University of
Wichita, Kansas, he served asan
Infantry officer in CONUS and France
prior to histour in Vietnam. Capt. Fitts
was the commanding officer of Co. C,
(Please see COL. SAUL, page 14)
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TF 1-32 commander is proud of his grunts accomplishments during deployment

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP MAGRATH— Lt. Col.
Robert Nye, commander of 1st
Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment
(Task Force 1-32 Inf. “Chosin”), isa
modest person when discussing his
successful 18-year career in the Army.
However, when talking about his
soldiers, he's an open book.

“(Former Army Chief of Staff )
Genera (DennisJ.) Reimer once said
soldiersare our credentials. | further
that by believing that they are the
reason for our existence as officers,”
Nye said during arecent interview at
his unit’s operating base near the
municipality of VitinaViti. “Itismy
responsibility as their commander to
ensure that as leaders we are not only
leading them by setting the example,
but taking care of them aswell.”

A former light infantryman, with a
vast amount of experiencein leading
infantry elements at many different
levels, (platoon, company, and battal-
ion), Nye, age 41, said it wasn't his
life-long dream to make the military a
career. ‘1 joined the Army after |
received my undergraduate degree,
because | wanted to do something
different for awhile,” he said of his
graduation from the University of
Arizonaat Tucson in 1983 in which he
was enrolled in the ROTC program.
“At that time| thought | would only be
in for one tour. However, as my first
assignment concluded, | decided to
stay in the military because | enjoyed
the challengesthe Army presented.

“My initial goal wasto only serve
three years and then go back to

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Lt. Col. Robert Nye, commander of 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment (Task Force 1-32
Inf. “ Chosin”), center, talks with Pozharan/Pozaranje citizens after donating a garbage

truck to the city in January.

college and earn an MBA. Ultimately,
| wanted to work on Wall Street as an
investor because that was where my
interestswere,” hesaid. “I count my
blessings every day that | chose to
stay inthe Army. Thisisagreat
organization with so many opportuni-
ties. Althoughitisevery lieutenant's
goal to lead abattalion, | never
thought that | would have an opportu-
nity,” he said, modestly shifting the
focus away from his personal thoughts
to those of the more than 500 soldiers
heleadson adaily basis.

“Until September 11th, thiswas
probably one of the most visible
missionsthe Army had. And even

though the focus has shifted, what my
soldiers are doing hereisimportant,”
he said of being in Kosovo. “Thisisa
great mission, because we are till
making adifference here. Every
program we set up hereishelpingin
some way.”

One of those programsinvolving
Nye and the soldiers of TF 1-32 Inf.
“Chosin” that proved to be a success-
ful venture was the recent donation of
afire truck and garbage truck to
Vitina/Vita and the village of Pozharan/
Pozaranje. The gifts not only improved
garbage service and fire protection for
thefirst timein history for the resi-
dents, but also gave former enemiesa

stake in the betterment of Kosovo.

“Threeyears ago they were at
war, now they are working together.
That isagreat sight,” he said of the
Albanian/Serbian residents that are
employed with the Univerzal Com-
pany, which runsthe garbage service
near Camp Magrath. “Our soldiersare
receiving alot from this deployment as
well. They arelearning about another
culture and that everything is not just
the American way of life.

“Some of our soldiers have even
learned some of the language and are
interacting with the people well,” he
said. “That has given them a great
sense of accomplishment.”

Accomplishments aside, the
husband and father of two, said this
deployment has helped shape and
honetheir infantry skills.

“Some might argue that because
we aren’t fighting we’re not perform-
ing abasic infantry mission. | believe
differently. We conduct search opera-
tions everyday,” he said. “We are
constantly providing a safe and secure
environment for the people of this
area. While doing so, our soldiersare
receiving (real world) trainingina
different environment, which | believe
isthe best type of training. Our battal-
ionisallowed to think independently,
as are our platoons and squads.
Because of this freedom, our soldiers
take amore active role in performing
their jobs.

Summing up hisfeelingsfor the
job his soldiers have done since
arriving in November, Nye said,
“Every little step we take here makes
adifference. | am proud of them.”

Infantry NCO enjoys children and

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

VRBOVAC, Kosovo— Master
Sgt. “Big” Jay Hudson has a smile and
personality that fits his nickname to
perfection and draws children to him
likeamagnet.

“Heisamagnet,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Andreas Gunther, 1st Battalion,
32nd Infantry Regiment (Task Force
1-32Inf. “Chosin™), civil affairs
representative, about hisfriend's
ability to attract children. “It hasto be
his demeanor. Children aways swarm
tohim.”

Hudson, who stands 6-foot-2
inchestall and weighs 225 pounds, is
the NCOIC of TF 1-32 Inf. “Chosin”
(10th Mountain Division), S-2 section.
And while heis happy about the
rapport he has with the children of
Kosovo, he says that he can’t remem-
ber how he came to be known as “Big

“Thebest I can remember isthat
someone (from my unit) made a
comment about my height and weight
oneday and it hasjust stuck with me
since then,” he said, while on and
adjoining mission with TFF' s 951st
TPT (Tactical PSYOP Team) in this
Serbian Village recently. “Asfor asmy
relationship with children, | think that
my ability to get on their level makes
me more recognizable to them when |

comearound.”

Despitehis
towering ap-
pearance, which
he is modest
about, the 18-
year Army
Veteran said he
enjoysbeing
around other
peopleaswell as
makingfriends.

“1 grew up
on adairy faam
in atown most
people have
probably never
heard of,” he
said of his
childhood in the
agriculturetown
of Standish,
Mich. “Our
town’s popula-
tionislessthan
10,000 so
everyone knows
everybody. That
iswhy | am so
peopleori-
ented.”

Of his
friendly relationship with children,
Hudson said he could relate to them
because heisasingle parent. His
daughter Blair, age 10, is presently

Master Sgt. “

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Big” Jay Hudson poses with new friend, 9-year-old
Tanka Kriv Supak in the Serbian village of Vrbovac during a
February mission.

living with her mother until he returns

to Fort Drum sometime during May.
Hudson, an avid University of

Michigan Wolverine fan, said he

makl ng adlfference In Kosovo

compares the experiences of gI'OWI ng
uponafarmto hislifeservinginthe
Army.
“Basically thework ethicisthe
same. Y ou have to begin your day
early when you liveon afarm and in
the Army. However, | chose thiskind
of life-style over farming because |
wanted to see the world and get away
from the hardships of farming,” he said
of hisenlistment into military servicein
1984. “1 haven't regretted one minute
of it. I like being an NCO, and | have
enjoyed serving herein Kosovo.

“1 know we are making a differ-
ence here. If we ever leave, | think
things will take a turn for the worse
again for these children and that would
mean al the time and effort we have
put in would have been wasted.”

Since hismissions usualy involve
intelligence gathering for Camp
Magrath’s TF 1-32 Inf. “Chosin”,
Hudson couldn’t reveal details about
his daily missions here. But the super-
visor of six soldiers not only hasthe
admiration of children, but hissoldiers
aswell.

“He'sagood supervisor because
hetakesaninterest in us,” said Pfc.
Nicholas Butterworth, a member of
Hudson’s section. “That makes a
difference. He takes time to talk with
us and explains how things need to be
done. He's also agood person.”
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Soldiersof 10thLTF brlng goodW|II to K osanjevo schoal

by Cpl. Taylor
Barbaree
Editor

KOSTANJEVO,

K osovo— Some people
might deemamissiona
success when they reach
the friendly confines of
Camp Bondsted!, and they
seetherest of Kosovoin
their rear view mirror.

However, for the
soldiers of Fort Drum,
N.Y.'s10th Logistica
Task Force (10th Moun-
tain Division), evidence of
asuccessful missoncan't
be judged from the rear,
but instead by the smiles
on the faces of children
that attend schooal in this
SerbianVillage.

“Thisisahighlight for
our soldiersaswell asa
good bresk to come here
and interact with these
children,” said Command
Sgt. Mgj. Monty
McDaniel, 10th LTF command sergeant major on his
unit’'s February 7th visit with the students of Rgjko
Uroshevich School. “ They are always so happy when
they see us pull up.”

McDanid said the 10th LTF srelationship with
the 108-year old school, which islocated on the
mountaintop of Shar Plahiha near the municipality of
Strpce, began shortly after Rotation 3B began.

“We wanted to sponsor aschool so, withthehelp
of Civil Affairsand UNMIK, we began searching and
chose this one because thisis the age group that we
wanted to help. Our relationship with these children
beganinmid-November,” McDanid sad. “Thishas
been agreat undertaking for us.”

McDaniel noted that each time his soldiersmake
the two-hour roundtrip to the school, moralein the unit
picksup.

“Soldierscome up to meall thetime and ask me
when thenext tripis. | am really proud of our soldiers
and the relationship we have built here. Thisisredly

TFF Chaplain (Capt.) Bret Gilmore, center, carries a box inside Rajko Uroshevich School recently. The 10th LTF (10th
Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.) donated clothing and other supplies to the Serbian School located in Kostanjevo.

what thismissionisabout...helping others. | think
doing something like this aso helpsthe soldiers under-
stand why we are here.”

After arriving mid-afternoon, most of the school’s
students (180 total), ages 6-14, were eagerly anticipat-
ing theitems being brought by their new friendsin
BDU’ sanddrivingHMMWVs.

“Thisisgreat,” said Spc. EsmeraldaJimenez, an
engineer mechanic with B Co. (10th LTF), asshe
handed out clothes, toys, and suppliesto childrenin the
hallway of the three-room schoolhouse. “1 redlly enjoy
being around these children.”

As 13-year-old Stojkovich Marija made her way
fromthereceiving linein the school’ shdlway, clutching
aream of construction paper, her facid expressions
aone displayed agratitude of appreciation.

McDaniel saiditemsbeing distributed were
compliments of fellow New Y orkers.

“| ran an ad in a Syracuse paper, and the re-
sponsewas overwhelming,” McDanid said. “We

obvioudly couldn’tdoit
without the great support
that we have received.
Weredlly appreciateit.

“Thisisour thirdtrip
tothisschool,” McDaniel
said. “During Christmas
we handed out more than
400 presents to these
children. Soweareglad
tofollow up today. Before
weleavein May, we hope
to have the eectricity up
and running, and wealso
want to put up anew
fence around the school
to keep the livestock off
of the school grounds.”

Visting with the
soldiersof the 10thLTF's
Alphaand Bravo compa-
nieswere guestsfrom
Fort Drum and the nearby
village of Black River,

NY.

“Thisisagreat
experience,” said Col.
Becky Halstead, com-
mander, 10th Mountain
Division Support Command, who visited with soldiers
from Fort Drum during the second week of February.
“| am going to go back and let the families of these
soldiersknow what took place heretoday. | have
taken several photos, and | want to share thiswith
them. Thiswill make the families even more proud of
what their soldiers are doing here. Thiswhole experi-
ence has given me 20 years of energy.”

Doris Gorham, aprincipa of AlexandriaCentral
(Elementary) School in AlexandriaBay, N.Y ., and the
mayor of the village of Black River, wasasoim-
pressed with the relationships that had been established
by the 10th LTF.

“Thisisall sooverwhelming,” shesaid, asshe
handed out pamphlets of information containing student
names at her school so that students at Rajko
Uroshevich School could become pen pals. “Thisisa
wonderful thing that the 10th LTF isdoing. | think that
if we start with the children thereisreally hope.”

Saff Sgt. Michael McCord/photo

TFF membersput their best foot forward W|th shoe give away

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

FERIZAJUROSEVAC, Kosovo—Ther
litleeyesgleamedwithjoy asthey took the
packeges Althoughthesegiftswill beused every
day by thesechildren, they werenat ordinary.
Through the efforts of Task Force Flcon mem-
bers thesechildrenwill probebly remember this
day every timethey put onther shoes

Almosgt 40 children from the Ali Hadki
Schodl in Mirash, (1-8" grades) received new
shoeson Feb. 7. Theshoegiveaway wasthe
culmination of theeffortsof severd membersof
Task ForceFacon.

Commander Robin Brown, forward
commeander Defense Contingency Support Team,
Navy, (Columbus Ohio) from Camp Bondsted
helped the effort.

“We vebeen correspondingwithvarious
donorsintheUnited States, throughtheadopta
platoon program, whichisaweb site” Brown
sad.“| regigered onthat web Site, and | gota
number for Mr. Lary Davis fromtheBethia
United Methodig Churchin Chesterfidd, Va, and
hehad ayouth fdlowship group that warted to
donate, and they were origindly going to send ussome
gporting equipment, and thenwegot themintereedin
sending somebooks and used dothes Sofar they' vesant
about two tonsof stuff.”

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo
Children from the Ali Hadri School inspect their new shoes. The shows were given
to them through the coordination of TFF members.

During hiscoordingtionwiththechurchintheU.S,
and theschod in Kasovo, Brown noticed something thet he
thought could bedonefor thesechildren.

“I noted that alot of thesekidsdidn't haveshoes”

Brownsad. “Itwasgetting cold. It wasaround
50 degreesand someof thesekidswererunning
around in barefedt. | told him (Davis), and they
decided thet they would collect somemoney and
buy shoes”

Rether then having shoessant herefromthe
U.S, Brown decided it would be better to get the
shoesin Kasovo.

“Thenwegot theideathet it would bealot
morecod effidentif wecouldbuy theshoesover
here, pluswecould buy shoesthet fit themand
shoesthet qLited their nesds” Brownsdd. “He
(Davis) st usthemoney, and throughworking
with the school weended up out here Thisschodl
isour assgned school that wesupport, andwe ve
doneanumber of projectsfor them. Mogt of it
waspeinting, andsupplying playground equipment
and building anew fencearound the schodl, but
thet’ sal warmwegther kind of uff. Sowewere
looking for aprgject for thewinter, andit turned
out to be Chrismas dondtionsand theshoe
program. It’ staken about two monthsto gether
themoney and get the money over here, and then
havethem out heretoday and meking apurchese

Asthechildrenwaited totry ontheir new
shoes inanopen squarein Ferizg), they played,
laughed and crowded around sarvicemembars

“Wheat we redoing right now iswearewaiting for the
vendor,” said Brown. “Theshop can only fit about four people
(Please see SHOES, page 7)
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by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

STUBLINA, Kosovo— Frst
Battdion, 30th Infantry Regiment (TF 1-
30) planstoleaveanimpressononthe
children of Kasovo, onethat will lagt, even
dter theseoldiershaveretumed hometo
FortBeming, Ga

Lt. Col Audy Shodgrass the
bettalion commeander, “got theideagoing
of theschoa program, and | think itwas
justingenious,” said Capt. Scott Ander-
son, commender of Company A, 1-30.

Anderson hesnineschodlswithin
hissector, and hedividesthemupinto
threearess of responsibility for histhree
platoons “ Each platoonwill get the
chancetogotoevery schodl. That gives
thekidsachanceto beexposadtodl of
my ldiers aswell ssthesdldierstodl of
thekids” said Anderson.

Theschodsrangefromthelargest,
having about 400 students, downtoafew
thet only haveabout 20 udents “Wegotoesch
school every other week: fiveonewesk and four
thenext. I'dliketogotodl nineevery week, but
thet' svery hardtodo,” Andersonexplained.

A curriculum hasbeen put together thet will
cary themthroughtherotetion, butitisjusta
besic guidefor the platoonsto comeup with
someof their ovnidess “Wefocuson English
andsomekind of adtivity. Themanthingistostay

Fort Benning’ sTF 1 30Ieave5|mpr|nt with local schools

opportunity togivethechildrena their schodl in
Subling, near the Serbian border, brand new
school suppliesthet weredonated by achurchin
Tennesse, Andarson’ shomedate

“Youknow, Americansaredl sogenerous
So many have heard that wewerein need of

First Lt. Brian Huskey, a platoon guide in A Co., TF 1-30, has a little fun passing out
supplies to the students at a school in Stublina.

engaged andtointeract with thekids” Andersonsad.
“Weak thesoldiersto do alot over here, sowhenthey'rea the
schoals itisnat likework, but rather time off. They get achancetobe

kidsaganthemsdves”

Andersonfedsthat itisvery important tobe present at the
schodls, asoften aspossblesothechildrencanlook & himand his
oldiersand know that aK FOR soldier issomeonethey cantrust, and

cometo, if they nesd help.

Recartly Anderson and afew of hisplatoon leedershed the

schod supplies and have been morethen heppy to
sendthingsover,” Andersonsad.

Andersonloveswitnessing thesheer joy thet
comesover eech child sfacewhenthey have
recdved ther new items. “ Althoughwearehereto
provideasafeand secureenvironment, and are
doingmuch padlitical good, puttingasmileonakid's
face by giving them anew notebook and back-
pack, mekesthewholesix monthsworthwhile” he
sd

Thechildrenof dl theschodislovethet they
aregetting atention from KFOR. “Kidsarekids
no méatter whereyou go, and they just want some
atention. They respond so positively tothet, and
thet' sonething weare herefor, to leave apostive
andlagtingimpressononthesechildren, thefuture
of Kasovo,” Anderson explained.

“Wecould comeover hereand dothesame
thingrotation after ratationwith patrolsand check points,
dthoughit’ sall necessary and goodtodo, | rether enjoy
knowing thet the 1st of the 30th hesleft alegacy herewith
thechildren.

AThey ared| soinnooent, and childhood only comes
once Someof thesekids have been exposed to horrors
wecan'timeging andif we can bring someof thet inno-
cencebeck and let them bekids, then | fed likewe ve
accomplishedsomething.”

Spc. Molly Jones/photo

(VISIT continued from page 1)

textbooks, but theexamplethat theadults, the
teachersshow them on aday-to-day besis, thet you
canwork together with different ethnic beckgrounds

children, thethemethat | hit homewas,
thisisthefirgt schod | havevisted,”
Huber said. “And theresson | amhere

| amheretosay thank you, andask youtocontinue  isbecausethisisagreat exanpledf the
downthispeth of tolerance” futureof Kosovo, whereyou have
After mesting with theteachers Huber Sahianand Albanianchildreninthe
discussed whet could bedoneto helprepair the samehilding, & thesametime dbeit
schodl, with thetown' sAlbanianand Serbian indifferent dassrooms, beceusethar
mayors Both of them ssid they wereglad thet aricdumisdffeeat. Thisisan
Huber hed visted their community, andtheschool in -+ exampleof tolerance Andyouhave
patica. Albanianand Serbian professors
“I'mvery thankful thet thegenerd took the teechinginthesameschodl.
timetocomeover here, andtak tothepeople Thisisthefuture Thesearethe
here” sad Alexander Ridtic, the Serbian mayor of lessonsthat thechildrenwill leamn, nat
Pones/Pones only thelessonsout of theschodl-
“I'mgladheshowed uptoday,” sadMilam books but dsothelessonsof the
Shda theAlbanianmayor of PonesVPones “From  examplesthet ther teechers st Thet
what he promised, it soundsgood. Whatever hecan  educationshouldbeavailebletodll
dowithinhispower.” people regardess of ethnidity, and thet
Whenherefleted onthevist, Huberagreed ~ ademoaratic sodely gainsits srength
thet it hed been beneficd. fromits diversity, and thetderance of
“Asl hadtheprivilegetotdk totheMayors ~ peoplewith different backgrounds |
theschoal directors, al theteachers thendl the thought it wasatremendousvist.”
(SHOES continued from page 6)
init,he'sgat dl theshoesa awarehouse We're LogisicsAgency (DLA) Ammy
waitingonhimtogotohiswarehousetogetenough  Reserveout of Philaddphia, Pa
shoessothat hehasasdection of Szes They'redl “Hopefully thiseffort will teechthem
oetting, besicaly that samestyleof shog thet' swhat morehumanitaiian effortswithintheir
wenegotiated on, oneshoeat onelow price, owncommurity.”
becausewe rebuying o many. We rehere, “It gvesmeafeding of acoom-
becausethereisenough room for them to spread plishment andwarmthtoded withthe
out, st down and try onthe shoes” kids” ssid Brown. “ Thisschool isfrom
After patiently waiting, eechchildgottotryon  avery nedy area It sarurd schodl,

hisor her new pair of shoes After making surethe
shoesfit, thechildren put theshoesback inabeg to
takeback totheschool. Thechildrensmiledand
continuelly lookedwith prideat their new shoes The
savicemembers,who coordinatedtheeffort, dso
felt pridefor what they helped do for the children
here

“It mekesmefed great, becauseit givesusan
opportunity totouchtheyouith, becausethey arethe
oneswho aregoing tobecoming up soon,” said
Mg. Patridia Edwards, operations officer Defense

and thekidsdon't havealot of money.
Itgivesusavery wamfedingtobe
abletoworkwiththem.”

But themogt important judgeof
dl, theoneswhowiill bewearingthese
giftsevery day, arethekids If their
gmileswereany indication of how the
day went, thisday wasasuccess.

“l angladtohavenew shoes”
sd 12-year-od IImi Rifati, “1 like
themvay much”

We II be comlng around the mountan

ASG (P) Falcon's Directorate of Public Works Office (DPW) at Camp
Bondsteel went to great lengths recently to deliver some much needed
items to students at 1zance Elementary School. The Albanian school
nestled on a mountaintop near the village town of Koshtanjeve, was not
accessible by vehicle the day DPW members (comprised of DoD civilians
and U.S Army Rerservists of Fort Worth, Texas' 416th Engineer Team)
were scheduled to deliver the items to students. So enlisting the help from
some locals, they were able to make their delivery of wood burning
stoves, typewriters and recreation equipment. Money to purchase the
equipment came from the Fellowship Sunday School Class of the First
United Methodist Church of Richardson, Texas. Pictured behind the horse
and wagon are Maj. Joe Ebert, Master Sgt. Sephen Healy, Sam McGee
and Niam Prenigi (photo and caption by Sgt. 1st Class (P) Michael
Callahan/416th Engineer Team).
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The Best of Combat Camera:

Thisisaregular section of the Falcon Flier which
features some of the best work of Combat Camera.
Special thanks to Combat Camera (55th Sgnal
Company, Fort Meade, Md.) for submitting these
photos.

Saff Sgt. Ernest Rodriguez leads soldiers from A C
a perimeter search around the village of Klobukar,
caches as part of Operation Iron Fist || which also
Assistance Program (MEDCAP). The Operation toc

Spc. Robin Quander/photo

A PFCA front-end loader dumps gravel into barriers on Jan. 18. The 27th Combat Engineer Bn. Charlie Co. are building
HESCO barriers at the Civilian Police station in the town of Kamenica, Kosovo. The 27th Engineer Bn. are from Fort Bragg,
N.C.

Pfc. Sean Calhoun stands guard on a landing at th
Kamenica, Kosovo on Jan. 18th. Calhoun is a memt
First Lieutenant Kristopher Skinner from A Co., 2/14 Infantry Battallion, coordinates the efforts of Operation Iron Fist Il on Personal Security Detail in Kosovo providing secur
Jan. 22 in Klobukar, Kosovo. Operation Iron Fist Il included a perimeter search of the village and a Medical Civilian

Assistance Program (MEDCAP).

Spc. David Yancey/photo
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Soc. David Yancey/photo

Idiers from A Co., 2/14th Infantry Battallion in
ige of Klobukar, Kosovo for illegal weapons
st I which also included a Medical Civilian
1e Operation took place on Jan. 22, 2002.

Spc. Robin Quander/photo
I a landing at the civilian police station in
thoun is a member of the Task Force Falcon
providing security for Col. Bryan Stephens.

Spc. Robin Quander/photo

Cpl. Tim Haas, 27th Combat Engineer Battalion, Charlie Company, is willingly wrestled into submission by a
young student in Komogllave, Kosovo on February 1. Haas is in Kosovo as part of the peace keeping operation,
Joint Guardian II.

Spc. Robin Quander/photo

Cpl. Tim Haas, 27th Combat Engineer Battalion, Charlie Company, gives away toys and school supplies to local
children in Komogllave, Kosovo on February 1.

Spc. Michael Barranti/photo

Soldiers from the 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regt. (10th Mountain Division, Fort Drum, N.Y.), return from a
road march around Camp McGrath, Kosovo on February 7th.
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Real Time Check Cashing
Comes to Kosovo!

by Capt. DavidL.Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

TheMilitary Pgper Check Conver-
sonRilat Program (MPCC) isin Kasovo.
Thepurposedf thepilot isto convert
persond paper checksinto dectronic funds
trander (EFT) debit transectionsagainst the
check writer'saccount.

Theprocessismoreffident then
current procedures. Treditional paper check
processing requiresup totwelvepeople
hending thecheck fromthemomert itis
introduced into the collection system until it is
paid, cregtingalengthy logistical process.
Applying the MPCC process a the point of
check aoogptance diminates most manud
hendlingand spesdsthecallection of funds
Asaresllt, cusomes checksaredeared
within24hours

The process of cashing acheck will

change sgnificantly. The converson process
beginswithacashier scanningachedkintoa
check temindl scanner. After scamning the
check, thecashier keysinthedallar amount,
Sodid Security Number, and check number
into the persond computer (PC) connected to
thescanner. Thetangiblebendfitsof MPCC
aeredized by areductioninadminisrative
workinvalvedin control and menegement, as
well asinthecollection of checkswaittenfor
inauffident funds Additiondlly, check writers
can better manege their accounts because the
debitisprocessedwithin 24 hours

HoaersBeware! Theprocessdimi-
natesthetimefrom check writing to check
dearingthebank. Check writerscanno
longer “float” checks TheDisburdng Officer
isableto deny transactionsto check writers
whohaveprevioudy writtenacheck for
inaffidentfunds

by Capt.DavidL.Gardner
10th Soldier Support Battalion

The Employee/M ember
Self Service (E/MSS) allows
Department of Defense (DoD)
to access their pay accounts
online 24 hours aday, 7 days a
week. E/MSS allows users to
review or make changes to
their Federal tax information,
financial allotments, home or
correspondence address, and
direct deposit or electronic
funds transfer (EFT) informa-
tion.

One benefit of EIMSSiis
the ability for all usersto
view and print their LES
online. E/M SS can display the

New DaoD system allows ser vicemember s
opportunity tovisit pay accountson-line

current plus prior two LESs.
In most cases, the electronic
LESwill be available up to
two days prior to the pay date.
E/MSS eliminates the long
wait for the Leave and Earn-
ings Statement (LES) to see
that an action was processed.
Operating in anear real-time
environment, E/MSS allows
usersto go back into the
system afew days later and
actually see that their payroll
record has been updated.
DoD employees and military
members must have a Per-
sonal |dentification Number
(PIN) to use E/MSS.

Visit the Finance Office
or the DFAS home page at
www.dfas.mil/emss.

by Pfc. Tiffanie Tribble
TFF Legal Office

When| wesfirs told | hedto
fileatax reumwiththel RS | immedi-
ady pictured peopledressed in dark
dothing, comingtosdl dl of my prized
possessonsand sdlingmy hometothe
highes bidder. | became so tenified by
thisnightmarel cregtedinmy mind, thet |
hed become ovewhdmed and intimi-
dated a thethought of filingareumon
myoan.

Tax seeson can cartainly bea
frugrating time, and even more o for
mary of theyounger soldiers who may
befilingareunfor thefirs time How do
youfigureout how muchincomeyou
haveearned, what typesof incometo
report, whichformsto use, or evenif you
havetofileargumninthefirg placel
Thereareansversout there The Tax
Center, Bldg 1340A intheLegd AsSs
tance Office, located & Camp Bondsted,
isequipped with trained tax volunteers
and plenty of resourcestoget ansversto
your quesions Each unit hesadfficer &
eech of itscompany levdsthat were
designated asyour firgt point of contact
for any questionsthat you have, and
insrethet you havedl the paperwork
necessary tofilearguma the Tax
Caa.

Thefdlowing areanaverstosome
commonly asked questionsto get you
Sarted.

Q: Whomust filetaxes?

A: Todetlerminewhether or notyou
must filearetum, usethechart below.
Firg findyour filing datusat theend of
2001, if your grossincome (dl taxable
incomeintheform of money, goods,
property, and sarvices, evenif earned
outsdetheUnited States) isequd toor
morethan theamount shown for your
datus, then youmugt filearetum.

Q: What ismy filingstatus?

A: Eachfiling sausisligedinthechat onthe
right. Itiscrudd thet you understand and
choosethe correct filing status Each gatusis
taxed differently. Toinsurethet youarenot
paying unnecessary taxes, pleeseread the
fdloning carfully:

Y ou (the taxpayer) are consdered tomeet the
qudificationsof eechfiling setusif onthelast
day of theyeer theeither of thefallowing
bulletsgpplies

18nge

-You were never married.

-Y ouwerelegdly separated, accordingto
satelaw, under adecresof divorceor
Sparate mantenance

2 Mariedfilingajoint retumn.

-Married and livetogether ashusband and
wife

-Livetogetherinacommonlav mariage
recognizedin by the gatethewhereyou now
liveor wherethe marriage begen.
-Mariedandlivegpart but arenct legdly
separated.

-Separated under aunder ainterlocutory (not
findl) divorce decree

-Spouse died during the year and you have
not remarried.

3. Mariedfilingasgparateretum.
(Taxpayers can choose to file seperate retum
evenif one gpousehasnoincome)

4. Heed of Household

Y oumust besingle(divorced, or legally sepa
rated)* and have paid more then hdf the ex-
pendituresnecessary to upkegpahome if itis
consdered to be the main home. (If you are
maried with dependent children, youmay do
beabletofileunder theheed of housshdd &
tus). *

5. Qudlifying Widow (er) with Dependent Chil-
dren

In order tofileunder this status, your spouse
must have during 1999 or 2000 and you have
not remaried beforethelagt day of 2001, and
wouldhavebeenentitied tofileajaint retumfor
theyear of thepouses degth and haveachild
thet qualifies asyour dependert for theyear.
Y oumust dso have contributed morethen helf

Finally some answersto your tax questions

Youmust fileareturn if
Filing Status your gross income was at

least:
Single $7,450
Marriedfilingjointly $13,400
Marriedfiling separately $2,900
Head of Household $9,500
Qualifying Widow(er) with
dependent child lEL

This chart only applies to most people under the age of 65, who cannot be claimed as a

dependent on another persons return.

the cogt of the upkesp of ahome that the de-
pendant childresdedintheentireyesr.

Q: Whocan bedaimed asadependent?
A: Claming someoneasadependent onyour
tax retumn entities you to an exemption for thet
person, which lowers your taxable income.
Therearetwo types of exemptions: persond
anddependent. Theexemptionamount for bath
isthe same: $2,900. However, different rules
goply for eech exemption.

Y oumay damthepersond exemption for
yoursdf, aslong asyou cannat bedaimed asa
depandart onsomeoned ¥ sretum. Inthiscase,
you cannot dam theexemption for yoursdf,
evenif the person who could daim you does
not exerdisethisright. Youmay dsobedbleto
damyour goouses parsond examption. Aslong
asyour gpousecanct bedamed onsomeone
dsgsreturn and you were married before the
last day of the yeear. Y our spouse can longer
dam their own exemption evenif they filea
separae retum.

To daim someone as a dependent you must
answver these questions

1 Issheheamember of my househdd?
Thispersonmust havelivedwithyoutheentire
year or beof blood rdaiontoyou.

2. Washe/shefor any part of theyear, aU.S
dtizenresdent or a resdent of Caneda or

Mexico?

A childisusLelly consderedtobearesdent
of thecountry thet theparent resdes:

3. Can hel'shefile asgparateretun?

Y oucamnat fileajoint reumwith thisperson
only todamarefund, if they couldfile sspar
rady andnatincur any tax ligbility.

4.How muchgrossincomedidhe/'sheeam
in2001?

Y ou cannat daim someonewho grossed or
excesded the examption amourt.

5. Did | provide more then hdlf of hisher
total support thisyear?*
Compareyour tatd contributionsto the en-
tireamount of support he'sherecaived from
dl sources. If you provided morethan half
of thetotd support, andyoumet dl thepre-
viousreguirements thenyoumay daimthis
person as adependent.

Wherecan | find moreinformation?
wwwirsgovisovafloningwithinformetion,
aswell ssthecurrent yearsfederd and state
tax formsandingructions

TheTax Center will beginprovidingsmple
tax sarvices toindude E-filing, beginning
February 4, 2002. Clientswill beseen by
gppainmentonly. TheTax Canterwill dose
onApril 15th soplantocomeinearly and
avadtherush.

* Special restrictions apply.
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TF 1-32 Infantry “Chosin” perform MEDCAP in Letnica

by Staff Sgt. Michael McCord
Press Section NCOIC

LETNICA, Kosovo—This
picturesquevillageliesclosetothe
southeast corner of Kosovo.
Surrounded by ajutting mountain
range, Letnicaisanisolatedvillage
with vestiges of the pest till
weaved through thefabric of
everyday life. Catlearetiedtoa
nearby split-rail fence. Horse
drawn wagons clop through the
stredts, carrying men and women
bearing thefruitsof their Iabor.
Childrenlaugh and play asmarket
day commences. Old men huddle
together and lament their daily lives
while smoking their ever-present
cigarettes.

The gtark beaty of the area
withitsbygonearchitectureisaso
itsliability. Hedth careishard to
come by. KFOR was here on this
day todo something about it.

A modern version of awagon
trainrolled into Letnicaon acold but sun-washed after-
noon. Personnd of 1<t Battdion, 32nd Infantry Regiment
(Task Force 1-32 Infantry “Chosin”) Fort Drum, N.Y .,
set up campin aclean, but unheated room to offer basic
medicd caretothesehardy citizens. In Army talk, it'sa
MEDCAP.A Medicd CivilianAssstanceProgram
designed to provide basic hedth care needsto thasewho
don't haveaccesstoit.

“What we' re hereto do isto provide basic medical
care and trestment for peoplethat don’t haveit available,”
said 1t Lt. Timothy Zerbe, 1-32nd Inf. Div. “Thistown
has no ambulante or hedlth house and they’ d haveto
travel at least 35 minutesto an hour to get any hedlth care
aal,” Zerbesad. “Weusualy set up for three hoursor
until everyonehasbeen seen,” hesaid.

Thehedth dinic set up shopintwo sparsdly fur-
nished rooms near the center of town. Evenwiththe
bright sunshineoutside, thewaiting patient’ sbreeth, visble
asavapor escaping from their nogtrilswas proof of the
cold temperatureingde. Utilizing thefew chairs amal
table, and the available daylight, the doctor began to see

Saff St. Michael P. McCord/photo
Maj. Kevin Downes, TFMF physician, examines a young boy in the village of Letnica, during a recent MEDCAP.

patients.

“We have two doctors; aphysicianand aPA,
(Physician’ sAssigiant) to seethe patients” said Zerbe.
He anticipated the team seeing 80 to 100 people on this
day.

Whilesesing patients, membersof the Fort Drum
unit do something more. They sitandlistentothecitizens.
They talk about such thingsasthemonetary transition
fromthe DM to the Euro. “A lot of peopleareisolated in
border townslike Letnicaandit’' shard to put out informa-
tionsometimes,” said Zerbe. “Word of mouth doesn't
adwayscoverit,” hesaid.

Theolder women of thevillagewait their turninthe
few chairsavailable while the doctor examinesayoung
child. Heligensto the breething of thelittie boy. His
stethoscope placed on the youngster’ schest. He smilesat
the boy and issues an assessment of hisconditiontothe
mother who holdshim. Thetrandator, SylviaPgazit,
explainsthedoctor’ singructionsfor themedicinehe's
prescribed for thetot. Another patient, AnjilinaDergi, 67,
wholivesin nearby Stuballa, hasexperienced a

MEDCAP before. “| have
been seen by KFOR once
before” shesad. “It' svery
good that they’ re here.”

* Shehasthreeliving
children,” explained trandator
Pqjazit.“ Shehad many more
but they died. Shesaysshe
haslivedin Subdlaal her
life

Mag. Kevin Downes,
Physician, Task Force
Facon, HHC, 1-32nd Inf.
Div., and sationed & Camp
Magrath, said, “ | seealot of
chronic problems, suchas
arthritisand we seealot of
upper respiratory tract
infectionsinthechildren. We
a0 see quite afew cases of
scabies”

When the patient
requiresamedicine, the
doctor scribesanote and has
thetrandator explainwhatitis
the patient has been pre-
scribed.

Therolling pharmacist is posted in amedevac
ambulancejust outside thelocation. Two men aresitting
beside dark green lockers of pillsand ointments. Medica
Specidist, Sgt. Conway Haladay, and atrandator
comprise the pharmacy team. A member of HHC, TF 1-
32nd Inf. “Chosin”, Halladay aso dispensed something
dseand awholelot more fun— lallipops They gavethem
out to everyone who gpproached the rear of the ambu-
lance

“I think we' re doing agood thing for the people of
the community here. A lot of these people don't get the
opportunity to get to seeadoctor or go to ahospital, and
evenif they do, it' squiteaway’ sfrom their villages,”
Halladay said. “ So we come out here and hand out the
medicines and see the people. We ve had avery good
response and agood attitude from these people.”

Thanksto the caring efforts of the Chosin” ones,
the townspeople of Letnicamight rest abit easier onthis

rigt

Soldierswork closaly Wlth French counter partsduringrotation at Camp Belvedere

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

MITROVICA/MITROVICE, Kosovo—
Livingonapeanoramichillsde AmericanKFOR
ldiersherea Canp Bevederehaveenjoyed a
changein soenary, and achenceto work with their
French counterparts.

Thesoldierswerehereaspart of athree
wesk rotation, which dlowed themto servewith
theFrenchsoldierswho aredationed here The
rotation dso dlowed them to parform their misson
inanunfamiliarenvironment. Thisamel Amarican
contingent consisted of membersof (10th Mour+
tanDivison's) Charlieand (aplatoonfrom) Alpha
companiesof 1 Battaion, 32nd Infantry Regi-
ment (TF 1-32 Infantry “ Choain”), aplatoon from
A Co. 27th Combet Engineers(Fort Bragg,
N.C.), andseverd Sgnd and Military Intelligence
ldes

“We vebeen doing presencepatrasinthe
townof MitrovicalMitrovice” ssid Soc. Daniel
Carson, A Co. 27thEng. Bn. (Fort Bragg, N.C.).
“Wewak around thetown, and peoplearevary friendly.

WEe relooking for wegpons and any suspiciousadtivity. We
jput up checkpoints and check random cars”

Althoughthemissonissmilar, therearesomediffer-
ences.

“Our primary missonisn' t thet much different thenin
VitingViti and Vrbovac/Vrboc, and thet’ sproviding presence
petralsand maintaining assfeand secureenvironment,” sad
Capt. Tom Fiaget, company commeander for C Co. 1-32 Inf.

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo
Soldiers from C Co. 1-32 Inf. prepare to go on patrol in the town of Mitrovica/
Mitrovice. Pictured from left to right are: Pfc. Paul Zundel, Pfc.Joshua Smith, Pvt.
Jared Maglione and Cpl. Gabriel Castillo.

“Theoneadditiond task wehaveisto show thet multi-nationel
organizationsare abletowork together effedtivdy ina
peeoeful manner. Wed s aregoing to show, fromour
perspective, the professondism of the United SatesAmmy.”
“Thisigntaregular dedl. It snot astandard rotetion,”
said1s Sgt. Andrew King, CCo. 1-32Inf.“ Thisisanew
trid ded to get two different NATO forcestowork together.”
TheAmericansreplaced Danishtroops who hed
saved with the French here, and when they leave, a Soattish

unit will comein. Severd soldiersagread thet their
opportunity to work with the French hesbeen
bendfidd.

“It sgonered wdl withtheFrench,” said
Faget. “ Our rdationship with them warmed up
quidkly. Our ddiegrsaemixing withther sdldiers;
andtdk withthemintheir PX, forinstance The
officersest withthar officersonaregular bess
They ask uslotsof questions, and weask themlots
of questions It' sheen agreet experience”

“It sworked out great sofar,” saidKing. “|
hed aluncheon with some of the French senior
NCOsyesterday, and it wasexcdlet. They have
beenvery cooparative It sdefinitdly beenworthr
while just to seehow the French soldiersoperate,
and for them to seehow we operate, and just to
expaiencethe other sde of thefence”

“TheFrenchguysarepretty cool. They trade
usflashesand Suff fromtheberets It snice
workingwiththem,” saidPfc. David Ciers A Co.
TF1-32Inf.“Chad".

Besdesgetting achancetowork with their
French counterparts, severd of thesoldiershave
enjoyedworkinginadfferent environment.

“Thechangedf environment thet we repetrallinginhes
beenvery postiveaswell,” said Fiaget. “It’ sbeenagood
leaming experience It sheenvery worthwhile I'veleamed
thingsherefrom other soldiersand other units, the French, and
aswell aspatralling downtown, thet I’ m ableto teke back.
That' sgoing to make usthat much moreeffedtive It' sgood to
seomehingdse”

(Please see CAMP BELVEDERE, page 15)
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Airing your dirty laundry...
Brown and Root faC|I|ty handles all Iaundry for U.S. KFOR soldiers

Editor’s note: - by asupavisor. Thetrek
The following article, endsback whereit begen,
by Falcon Flier staff inthe back of thetruck
writer and webmaster coming back tobese
Spc. Terry Boggs, is Ifyoucountthe
written froma number of timesthedathes
customer’s perspec- are counted, it comes out
tive. toatotd of six. |t seems

likeoverkill, uniil youtake
by Spc. Terry Boggs e i
Staff Writer number of piecesthey have
logt.

BROWN & ROOT Andwhetisthet
COMMERCIAL LAUN- number?Zerointhepest
DRY FACILITY (Feizg/ year, aocording to
Urosevac)— In a deploy- Martinez. That'snot bed. |
ment Stugtion, oneof the can't even go aweek
most unavaidablethings withoutlosingasockinmy
youwill encournterisa laundty.
rumor. Whenyouget Asfarasqudlity, he
thousands of people dsoadded that hehimsdlf
cramped together, epe- usssthesarviceandisvery
adly withahit of freetime plessdwithit.
ontheir hands, peoplewill Of course withthis
tak, and gossipwill fly. ] many people beng
Rumarsfromunssen - saviced, not
souroes sedlikewildire SpoTeryBogIRN0 L bethetplesssd. For
ﬂ’l’ay‘o‘JtKFOR ad Workers at the Brown and Root Commercial Laundry Facility go through clothes at the many washers and driers there. All thosewhowish tosubmit
beyond. loads are thoroughly inventoried during the entire process, and afterward as well. The facility claims to have not lost a commentsor Sggestions,

Onedf theserumors  PIece Of dlothing in the past year. usethebluecardslocated
camemy way oneday, and | didn'tthink  tor. Hetook usonarather extendvetourof  andesarereported onaform, and sentback  inthelaundry checkpoints Whenyoufill
muchaf it, until | heard it asscond time, thelaundry faality, duingwhich | offered a tothecustomer. Of courss, they till weshthe  them out, mekesureyou put your name
andagain. ltwaslikeany other dirtabout ~ gpackling of questionsdesigned to quell the dothesthet arethere: and phonenumber s0 somebody can
anybody; ithednoorigin andwasrather  fearsthet have abound here about the laundry Someof thedathesare sorted into contact youif needed. John Matinez
necetive But thisrumor wesdifferart. It [|vice colorsandwhites If thesizeof theloed assured methecards which arereed a
was ebout something thet affeted dl U.S Thenamedf thefadllitywessmplythe  warantsseparation, thenthey aresorted. If  the Brown and Root company by Qudlity
ldiersinKosovo. BrownandRoot Community Laundry.And - not, thedothesget placedinonewasherper  Control/Quality Assurancepeople, are

Thesubject of thisrumor wasour dthoughit carriesthenamecf Broanand beg. (I hed heerd it ssid thet they weeh el of  tekenvary serioudy.
laundry, and whether or not sogp wes Roat, itisactudly contracted by theU.S. our dothestogether in onebigwaeher. Thisis If youfed thet your commentsare
aduelly baing used whenit iswashed. govemnment. | tried to get moreinfo onwho notatdl true) nat being taken serioudy, or if you aretill

Normdlly | would have dismissed aduelly oansit, but became more confused Thedathesarethen placedinthe disstisfied, thereisonemorepersonyou
suchtak asridiculous, but gpparently andldititdone washer and sogpisadded. Thesogpisa may contact. Her nameis Charyl Lang
someof the peoplein my department o Thelaundry employsabout 150 locd gengric, govemment laundry detergent, PD-  and sheisthe Brown and Root Leed
heard thesamething, and | wasconse- atizensand U.S resdents working24/7on -~ 245,AM 1, Typel andismedeby theGSA.  Qudlity person. Shecan listentoyour
quentidly nomingted togofind aut if the 12-hour shifts They averageebout 1,200 Oneloed of laundry, regardess of thesize, concemshat only about laundry, but about
umor wastrue begs of laundry per day, and operate 107 receivesthree ounces of thissoep. Thewater  anything dsethey doaswell. Her DSN

The'scandd’ wasthuslabded washersand 119driers Inctherwords the ispurified e the Brownand Root fadllity dose  lineis781-3407 andsheisligedinthe
‘Sogpgate . place was huge by, andis, according to Martinez, 100 Globd.

My first act wasto try to contect the According to Martinez, they dothe peroent oft. It isalso 100 percent cold. Well asfar as| am concamed,
source on the phone, get afew quotes laundry for dl of theU.S. soldiers andthe Thet' sright; they donot usshotwateronour - Sogpgateis now ashut and seded case
and haveit bedonewith. After speeking Brownand Rootemployees. dothes Brown and Root has once again come out
withacoupleof Brown and Root employ- Hewalked methrough theentire Fomthewasher, thedathesthen get ontop, proving once again their ahlity to
ees however, | quickly leemeditwouldbe  process First thedathesarebrought in by inventoried again, placedintoabinandteken  provideour soldierssuperior saviceand
esder togoandview thefadlity thentotry  truckand putintolargebins Thebinsare tothedrier. Thedrying processislikeany quality results Thebestpartisthetit'sall
to get agood quotefor my sary. Sol rolled over to abeg check and counted. They  other, hot and fast. Theloadistekenfromthe  indudedinyour peeoekesping exparience,
madethe necessary cdlsand arangeda arethoroughly inventoried andplacedbythe drierandinventoried. Again. free of cherge
medinga theBrownand Roat fadllityin -~ washers Theladiesa thewashersremove Oncedry, thedathescontinuetheir Solet thegosspfly. But asfar asthis
Fariza. thedathesfromthebegsandinvertory them.  joumey tothefolding teble, where, you writer isconcamed, thelaundry issuehes

WearivedandmetJohnMatinez,  They comparethecontentsof thebagstothe  guessed it; they arecounted again. Theyare beendeemed ‘dean’.
theBrownand Roct LogisticsCoordina  inventory shegtsingdeof them. Any discrep-  then folded neetly and counted onemoretime

Eugene“Mercury” Morrisvisitswith troopsat Camp Monteith on Super Bowl Sunday

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH—NFL grest,
Eugene “Mercury” Morris, stopped here
to watch the“big game” with about 100
soldierswho braved thelate hours. The
former Miami Dol phin standout signed
autographs, and talked to soldierswho
thanked him for hisvisit.

During commercia bresksinthe
gamée' ssecond half, Morrisasked the
crowdtriviaquestions. Hesaid, in
between questions, that his brief trip here
has been something he' Il write about
when he goes home to South Florida

“What | saw after coming here, |
saw on CNN,” hesaid. “Now I’'m seeing
it with my own eyes”

ToMorris, thesituation herein
Kosovoisdtill “likethewild west” with
soldierswalking around with wegpons,
and with the province' s current condition.

“It' san amazing thing to seewhat
the Army’ strying to do for these people,”
hesaid.

Morrisdidn't have apreference as
towhat team won the game. But hedid
say about halfway through thethird
quarter, if he had to pick awinner, it
would be New England.

“1 hope (they) win,” Morrissaid.
“Just for thesimpleideathat you can
beat any team on any given Sunday.”

He said the Patriots underdog
status gave them more heart to beset the
Rams. Hedrew aparale between the
1972 Miami Dolphins, and the present

day Patriots.
Everyone gave the
Dolphinsthe
underdoglabel
before that season.

“Wewon 16
straight games, and
they said we
wouldn'twin
another,” hesad.
“Butwedid.”

Asit turned
out, Morriswas
right. The Petriots

didwinand pulled

off one of the

biggest upsetsin Spe. Bill Putnam/photo
Super Bowl Hiory.  NFL great Eugene "Mercury” Morris, asks a trivia question during

a break-in-the action of Super Bowl XXXVI.
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POLURKBAT troopstrain W|th U.S. Army during exercise

by Staff Sgt. Michael
McCord
Press Section NCOIC

CAMPWHITE
EAGLE— The receding snow
was amixture of ice and mud.
The boots of the soldiers
collecteditinlayersasthey
madeway to thelanding zone.
Members of the
POLURKBAT, soldiers from
the Polish and Ukrainian armies
were excited to participatein
their first medevac exercise
withU.S. Army Air Ambulance
“Blackhawk”.

They were hereto learn,
first-hand, the techniques and
procedures used when evacu-
aing injured soldiersor civil-
ians.

Mgj. Gvzegonz Stefanski,
Chief of the POLURKBAT
stationed here at Camp White
Eagle, said, “ Thistrainingisto
increase our proficiency in
medevec issues. Wewill learn
how to load and unload injured
soldierson the helicopter, how
to evacuate from minefields and heavy
terrain between the trees. Theterrain
has many rocks and wetrain to be able
to get helpto theinjured.”

Approximately 40 soldiers of the
POLURKBAT wereinvolved withthe
exercise that involved a UH-60
medeavac helicopter and its
crewmembersfromthe 717th Air
Ambulance Company (an element of the
Nevada and New Mexico Army
National Guard).

Staff Sgt. Saul Garcia, crew chief
with the 717th Medevac Co., Detach-
ment, Reno, Nev. wasan instructor
during thetraining that included person-
nel from 717th Headquarters Co. from
SantaFe, N. M. “We're teaching them
techniques and procedures on how to
operate around the UH-60,” said
Garcia. “We teach them to follow our
directionsand hand signals. Whilethe

arcraft isrunning up, you can't hear.
We show them the capabilities of our
rescue hoist.”

Thisiswhat the soldiers had been
waiting for. They cameto seethe
“jungle penetrator”, and how it oper-
ated. The hoist lookslikeabig yellow
anchor. Itstines unfold to become seats
for up to three people. The device will
hold up to 600 hundred pounds.

Safety around the spinning blades
isof the utmost concern for the
crewmembers. “Every time
somebody’ sinjured, those on the
ground get in arush and forget about
theaircraft,” said Garcia. “Theaircraft is
abig machine and you can get hurt
around it if you don't understand and
follow ingtructions from the crew.”

While the crew explained, through
trandators, the methods they used to
load litters on the aircraft, Master Sgt.

Saff Sgt. Michael McCord/photo
POLURKBAT (Polish and Ukrainian) soldiers pose with members of the 717th Air Ambulance Co. after a recent
medevac exercise at Camp White Eagle.

Paul Herd, SOCCE liaison coordination
element, herea Camp White Eagle,
viewed the exercise behind al the
action. Histask isto coordinate such
eventswith POLURKBAT, and the
Task Force Falcon at Camp Bondsted!.
“Thiswas requested by the Polish
troops and the task force is supplying
thebird, (Blackhawk). “1t’'s essentia to
have this training, because the task force
supportstheentirebrigade, and soit’s
not necessarily Americanswhousethis
helicopter,” Herd said.

Whilethey havecalledin medica
evacuaionsto transport civiliansinjured
in automobile accidents, thisistheir first
opportunity to learn the procedures from
the crew that flies the chopper.

Mgj. Victor Dobrovoskiy, com-
mander of the Ukrainian soldiers sup-
porting the POLURK beattalion said,
We have participated in areal emer-

gency with an accident victim.
Wegave himfirst aid medica
care and the helicopter came
and took him to the hospital for
further care. Speaking of this
program of partnership with the
POLURKBAT on medica
training accreditation—it' svery
important, especialy during
recruiting and knowledge tests.
We have language barriersto
overcome in order to coordi-
nateto save peopl€'slives,” he
said.

One of the medicswith the
717th explained his part of the
ingtruction, | teach them what
to expect from me asamedic
when wetouch down,” said
Sgt. Oscar Esquivel, fromthe
717th' sSantaFe, unit. “| make
surethepatient isn’t loose on
the stretcher and | make
interventions if needed prior to
loading.”

The sergeants, Garciaand
Esquivel demonstrated, in
detail, just wheretheinjured
victim would be secured in the
aircraft, and exactly what
position they needed to bein asthey
approached the helicopter.

The POLURKBAT's physician,
Major Andrzet Papiernik offered his
assessment of the ongoing training, “ We
havelong waited for thisday. This
exercisewill help usto empower our
missiontoahigher level. Theequipment
we have on our ambulanceis now
compatible with the medevac air crew’s
equipment. Our older equipment didn’t
work properly with theirsand sowe're
gladtotrain onthis.”

During amedica emergency, the
differenceisliving and dying could be
measured in minutes. Confusion creates
atimelag.

Papiernik realizes theimportance
of getting it right thefirst time. “Y ou have
ashort timeto help injured soldiers and
civilians” hesaid. “Thiswill improve our
proficiency.”

Saff Sgt. Michael McCord/photo
Soc. Peter Cole, 951 TPT, 9th PYSOPS Bn., greets
townspeople of Vrbovac during a recent stop in their town
to deliver the "Dialogue”, a PSYOPS publication designed
to inform the villagers of KFOR operations.
by Staff Sgt. Michael McCord
Press Section NCOIC

VRBOVAC, Kasovo—A physidian
diagnosssill patientswiththeknowledge
leamed through extensive educationd training
and practice through experience. For the

No smoke and mirrors here

peopleof Kasovowho have
beenwracked withthepain
andsuffeingof ehnicoonflits
inrecent years, theretandsa
doctor of sortstohdprdieve
thairtroubles; PSY OP.
Thesoldiersof the 951t
Tadticd PSYOPTeam, Bravo
Compeny, 9th PSYOP
Bataion, Fort Bragg, N.C.,
meakeit thar duty to meke
thingsbetter. Heding by
liening, by rubbingthesdlve
of open communications
betweenthesorejointsof
short memories ThePSYOP
teemanived hereinthisamdll
town; asmdl villagelike
hundredsinK osovo, tolisen
totheregion’ sSerbianmayorsduringa
medting. “Weligentothemedtingandwe
findlitleareesswherewecan hdpwith
PSYOPrdevartinput,” said Steff Sgt. Adam
Smith, amember of theFort Bragg unit.
Psychdogicel operationshes mery
todsthey unrdll to encouragetheheding

process They havemusicd compect disks
posters handbills redioandteevisonspots,
newspapersand loud speskers. “ Our overdl
jobistoinfluencebehavior inagpedfied
targetaudience” sad Smith.

UNMIK (United NationsMisson In
Kosovo) sponsorsthegathering of locd
leedersto discussissuesimportant todl the
dtizens Sl inddentsof ehnicvidencelike
rock throwing, name-calling, economic
factorsand unemployment areshared within
thelocd UNMIK buildingwiththemayors

Thelocd populaion ssemsreceptiveto
the power of themediarevededinthe
PSYOPmethods. “Whenwe recoming
through atown and handing out our produdts,
liketheK FOR newspaper, “ TheDidogue’,
they mekeapaint of coming out to get it from
us They areredly interested inwhat wehave
tosay tothecommunity,” Smithsaid.

Thesehighly trained oldierstekeonthe
roeof meditorsaso. U.S. infantry unitssuch
asthe 14 Battdion, 32 Infantry Regmernt
(Task Force 1-32 Infantry “Chodin”), Fort
Drum, N.Y ., conduct petralling duties which
meansthey walk the sregtsto ensure pesce,

PSY OPs takes to streets to get job done

and provide assfe environment for the
atizensof Kasovo. Whentempersflare
PY SOP gppears. Spc. Peter Cole, aTPT
member sad, “Wework withalat of infantry
units If the people are demondrating, we act
asago-beween thedvilian and military
authoriies Someof thebigges methodswe
useaesmply takingtopeople” They bring
intoplay alarge spesker sysemmounted
aopaHMMWV/ (HighMoahbility Muiti
Wheded Vehide). It broadcagistheir
respective KFOR message. It can be heard
from quiteadistance

Sanding outsdethe UNMIK huilding
and watching the procession of peoplewalk
by, Capt. Nick Jodin, HHC, TF 1-32,, Fire
Support Officer, adting asInformetion
Operations Officer during hisdeployment to
Kosovo, sad, “I try to keep everyone
friendly tous Asyou know, therearelotsof
um\pioyedpajplein Kosovo. Toquatethe
locdl principad—"evensomethingassmdl asa
pen or noteped can meke adifference. It can
hdpakidwith hiseducation,” herecdled.

Muscisamedium, whichcrossesdl
(Please see PSYOPS, page 15)
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We can rebuild you, we have the technology...

TFMF Therapists have know how to assist you in your road to recovery

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMP
BONDSTEEL— They
say an ounce of preven-
tion isworth apound of
cure. Well in caseyou are
out today and left your
ounce of preventionin
your wal locker and get
hurt, the pound of cureis
waiting for you & TFMF.
Your cure, at leastin
KFOR, comesintheform
of asmall staff of people
and atrestment known as
Physical Therapy.

“Physica Theragpy is
the rehabilitation of the
musculoskeletal system,
followinginjury or sur-
gery,” according to Capt.
Greg Pollman, TFMF
Physicd Therapist. “We
primarily use exercise,
activity restriction, and
various moddities, such as
ultrasound, electrical
stimulus and traction.”

Staff Sgt. Douglas
Bida, TFMF Physicd
Therapy Technician NCOIC, performs
administrative dutiesaswell asworking
with the patients themselves. He de-
scribed Physical Therapy asaform of
treatment for minor achesand pains,
from sprained ankles to pulled back
muscles.

“We rehab them through certain
exercises,” said Bida, who hailsfrom
the 86th Combat Support Hospital, Fort
Campbell, Ky. “Wetry to get their body
to function better than it was before. For
example, if somebody has abad pos-
ture, we educate and try and get them to
use correct posture. Wetry to get them
to do exercises to strengthen up their
back.”

injury.

He makesit sound easy, but
receiving trestment ismore complicated
than just walking in and asking.

“They gotosick call first,” ex-
plained Bida. “If the doctor feelsthey
need further evaluation, they get a
consult to see Physical Therapy. The
Physica Therapist doesan evaluation on
the back to see exactly what iswrong
with them. After that, we come aong
and give them the exercisesto
strengthen up their back and go back to
duty better than they came.”

The average treatment, he added
takes around 3-4 weeks, 2 to 3 times
per week, at 30 to 60 minutes per day.
The program includesworkout ma-

Spe. Terry Boggs/photo

Carl Brannon, UKCSS BN, English Army, receives a boxers cast from Spc. Ronnie Allen, TFMF Physical Therapy. This
particular type of cast is used frequently for boxers' injuries, hence the name. Brannon was not boxing when he sustained his

chines, such astreadmillsand bicycles,
aswell asmanual stretches and work-
outs. All are designed to help patients go
fromwalking to running.

Soit’'snotamiraclecureandit’s
not an overnight answer. But according
to Biaa, the TFMF team hasa 100
percent success rate so far whilein
country. In other words, al of the
people they have treated have returned
towork in good condition. Those are
good odds.

There can be some complications,
however, but not from the TFMF side.

“It's hard to get people to follow
the profile’, said Pollman, who isalso
from the 86th CSH. “Their job require-

ments are such that we
have trouble restricting
their activitiesin ade-
ployed environment.”

This may be some-
thing for supervisors and
commandersto keepin
mind when assigning
tasks, especidly if they
are physicd in nature. For
the personin Physica
Therapy, straining the
injury being treated can
cause more damage and
extend theamount of time
it takesto heal.

There are afew
people, however, who are
unable to take advantage
of the physica therapy
program. These are the
unfortunate soldiers
whoseinjuriesaretoo
extremeto be treated at
the TFMF. For them,
Germany istheir destina
tion. But for themost
part, your aches and
pains can be taken care
of by thismedicd facility,
whose gt&ff ishighly
qudified and very friendly.

ThePhysicd
Therapy team offers services at al of the
American KFOR camps. They treat
soldiersfrom al nationdities, DOD
civiliansand even Kosovo nationas.
According to Biala, the Bondsted!
facility getsaround 4 or 5 new patientsa
day, but treat about 25 on an ongoing
basison any given day. Thismakesfor a
busy group of people.

Of course, there are ways to avoid
the need for the Physical Therapy’'s
service. Use proper stretching technique
before exercising; avoid straining your-
sdf beyond your means; and of course,
maintain proper posture.

In other words, use an ounce of
prevention.

(COL. SAUL continued from page 4)

2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry.
During the early days of his command
tour he earned, through his bravery
and sterling leadership, the Silver Star,
the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.
On 31 October 1967, Capt. Pitts,
whileleading his company against a
resolute and entrenched enemy forma-
tion, with complete disregard for his
own safety threw himself onto an
enemy hand grenade. When the
grenade failed to explode, Capt. Pitts
jumped up, rallied his soldiers and led
the attack against an enemy bunker.
He waskilled by enemy small arms
firelater in the battle. Asaresult of
his conspicuous gallantry, Capt. Pitts
was awarded the Medal of Honor. In
fact, heisthefirst Black officer to
have been awarded the Medal of
Honor sinceitsinception. Capt. Riley
Pittsistruly afootnotein our Army’s
glorioushistory.

Lt. Col. Charles C. Rogers has
the distinction of being the highest-
ranking officer to be awarded the
Medal of Honor during thewar in
Vietnam; in fact, he was thefirst of
only two battalion commandersto
earn our nation’s most prestigious
medal. However, Lt. Col. Rogerswas

awarded the Medal of Honor for a
specific act of conspicuous heroism
during asingle action. By 1968 Lt.
Col. Rogerswas enjoying ahighly
successful career, since hiscommis-
sioning from West Virginia State
College' sROTC programin 1951. He
had served in awide variety of chal-
lenging and prestigious assignments,
around the world. As agraduate of the
USArmy Command and General Staff
College, Rogers was assured of
greater success. In 1968, histalents
and abilities were recognized by his
selection as a battalion commander.
Clearly, he could take great pridein
commanding the 1st Battalion, 5th
Field Artillery inthe vaunted 1st
Infantry Division, the fabled Big Red
One. In the early morning hours of 1
November 1968, Rogers's battalion,
occupying an isolated fire support
base (FSB) came under a determined
enemy attack. Following arocket,
mortar, and rocket propelled grenade
(RPG) bombardment, the enemy
launched a human wave assault by
fanatical troops of a North Vietnam
Army (NVA) regiment. Theenemy’s
attack so stunned the defendersit
became a struggle for survival, charac-

terized by bloody and gruesome hand-
to-hand combat. Asthe firebase was
overrun, Rogerstook up aposition
inside the commander’s copulaof a
M 109 howitzer, manning the Caliber
.50 machine gun. He poured awither-
ing and sustained fire into the enemy
ranks. His accurate and timely fire
broke up the enemy attack, allowing
him to rally histroops. So effective
was his machine gun fire, the enemy
concentrated their weapons upon
Rogers. In hisexposed position, he
was an easy target for the enemy.
Several well-aimed rocket propelled
grenades smashed into his howitzer.
He suffered a number of bloody,
painful wounds, yet, despite his
condition, hisleadership inspired his
soldiers to successfully counter-attack
and, subsequently, defeat the enemy
assault. His conspicuous leadership,
gallant actions and raw courage
served to embolden histroops. Lt.
Col. Rogersillustrious career contin-
ued for nearly 15 more years, culmi-
nating in hisretirement as amajor
general and Deputy Corps Com-
mander, V Corpsin U.S. Army,
Europe, (USAREUR). The M109,
155mm self-propelled howitzer, in

which Rogers manned the caliber 50
machinegun, “ Charlie-22", isnow
prominently displayed at the US Army
Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Okla.
Thehistory of the U.S. Army,
from itsinception in 1775 through the
end of the war in Vietnam, is one of
distinction and glory. During this
period, Blacks served with great
pride, dignity and valor. They made
countless contributions to our free-
dom, and the freedom of peoples
around theworld. For avariety of
reasons, many of these contributions
arelittle known. The purpose of this,
and my previous article, isto introduce
the reader to the just afew of these
great African-American military
heroes. Many others served in ano-
nymity and today are forgotten, but, as
George Santayanaonce said, “ Those
who do not remember their history are
doomed to repeat it.”
Corredtion...
IntheFebruary 3, 2002 editionof the Falcon Flier it
wasreportedintheFather-Sonstory, which
appeared onpage4., that Pfc. AdamTracyisa
member of TaskForce Tiger’ sBravo Co., 27th
Corrbat Engineers (Fort Bragg, N.C.). However,
Pfc. AdamTracyisasoldier in HHC, 27th Combat
Engineers TheFalconFlier regretstheerror andis
gladtosettherecord straight.
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by Chaplain (Capt.) Matthew W. Vesey
3rd Battalion, 6th Field Artillery Regt.

AsddiersintheArmy wespenda
condderableamount of timeand effort kegping
physicaly fit. At homestationswedo PT once
aday Monday through Friday, and whilein
Kosovo, most soldiersareableto do PT twice
aday (if they want to). With al thisPT going
on, wecanwell withinresson, say that weare
physcaly fit, but canwe say thesame gbout
our spinitud lives?Arewespintudly fit?In
order todetermineour leve of physicd fitness
wehavetheArmy Priysical FitnessTet
(APFT). Inorder totest our spiritud fitness

Chaplain’s Corner

aoundme?’ “Dol diink to
excessto cut off uncom-
fortablefedingsabout
mysdf?’ “Dol degrade
theoppositesex?’ While
negdiveansvers
tothesequestions
aeindicatorsof
spiritud problems
they canegsily be
ignored or retiondlized away.
But, thereisonetest thet
cannct beignored, anditis
atest that sooner or later
wedl mustteke Thetis

The importance of developing your soiritud fithess

.. protest can becomevident. With
5_'- thisinmindweshoulddll ask

i oursdvesAm| oirituelly fit?' If
! theansveris"Yes” thengoread
|, another atideinthispeper. If the
- anweris “No,” thenwenead to
find out how wearemade

| oritlyfit

: Sncethisisanewdetter
reed by people of variousfaith
groups itwould beunfair of
metostatemy beliefson
how oneentersheavenand
pesestheutimatespinitud
exam. | recommendthet

i
L

itleavesusinmuchthesameplaceasif we
weretodesre physicd fitness If youand|
want tobephysicaly fitwegotothegym, or
therunning track, for therewefind theequip-
ment wenead in order to befit. Likewiss, if we
wartt to bepiritudly fitwegoto Chapd
becausethet is wherewe hear themessage
about God that weneed. Just asone shiceps
donat grow if they donat pick upaweight,
nether isfaith developed when onedoes not
sruggewiththeWord.

Unfortunetely, | haveheerd morethena
few soldierslaughingly tell methey are* Prob-
ably goingtohell amyway.” Ovioudly mery
who sy thisintend to make ajoke because

another kind of testisneeded. But, whatkind ~ thetest of our deeth! aywhoaeinteresedin they areuncomfortablewith spiritud conversa:
of testwould giveusthebest indication of our Yes theultimatetest findngoutmoreonthis  tions However, somewhomekethesequips
spiritud hedth? of our iritud fitnessis h““h: bject find atrusted aeveay disoouraged with rdigion and commu-
Immediatdy amordlity test qoringsto whet heppensto usdfter we ¥ degplan or irituel nicatealossof hope If thisisyou reattitude
mind. Wecan ask oursdvesmoral questions de Whileitcanbedown g friendwithwhomto  think againandtalk toyour cheplain, espedidly
and messUre oursdves againg theanavers played, asoldier isnever far from explorewhet heppens  inceitisso essy to becomespiritudly fit. One
quegionslike “Dol uselanguegeto offend degth, for even on a pesoekesping = whenapasondesandhow  day, thebody thet wework out withsoherd,
athers?’ “Dol avoidintimecy by focusingon misson, aHumveecanroll over,anedligat  to pre-  parefor thet evert. and o often, will die Degthisnot impressed
pomography?’ “Am| meenoraud tothose . dischergecanmissthebarrd, and alocal So, wheredoesthisleaveus?Oddy,  withaPT scoreof 300.
CBS Worship Service CMT Worship Service Sector Worship
Peacekeepers Chapel (North) South Chapel Sunday Protestant
9-10:30am., General Protestant Service Saturday
Sunday Sunday 11am.-1p.m., Gospel Service 2p.m., Debelde

8 am., Episcopal/Lutheran
9:30 am., Roman Catholic Mass
11 am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

8am., Roman Catholic Mass
9:30 am., Collective Protestant
11am., LDS Service
4 p.m., Gospel Service

1:30- 2:30 p.m., LDS Worship
7 - 8 p.m., Catholic Mass

Monday
7 p.m., Chapel Movie Night w/ Discussion

4 p.m., Binac Church

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30am.

Monday Monday Klokot, 2 p.m.
7 p.m., Women's and Single Soldiers Bible 7 p.m,, Collective Protestant Tuesday Mogila, 3:30 p.m.
studies Choir Rehearsal 7-9p.m., Gospel Worship Practice Vrbovac Church, 4:30 p.m.
Vrbovac, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Tuesday. Wednesday.
7p.m., Catholic RCIA 12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass 6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice Latter Day Saints
7:30 - 9 p.m., Bible Study Sunday
Wednesday Wednesday. Camp Magrath, 2 p.m.
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass 7 p.m., Bible Study Thursday
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service 6- 7 p.m., General Protestant Practice Roman Catholic
7 p.m., Bible Studies Thursday 7 - 8 p.m., General Protestant Bible Study Mond
7 p.m., Bible Study 8-9 p.m., General Protestant Worship Klo_ay-kot 2pm.
7p.m. Chi n E;Sd <l (Gospel) Friday Friday. Vrbovac, 4p.m.
.M., 011 ear:
P o 8p.m., Jewish 12-1p.m., Muslim Servicein Annex Cap ez, v pim
Friday 7-8:30p.m. s
12 p.m., Muslim Prayer Service Saturday OtherActivities
7 p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service 11 am., Seventh Day Adventist Service Saturday. Sunday
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel) 11 am. - 12 p.m., Seventh Day Adventist Movie Night- 11 p.m.
Saturday Worship
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible _ Tuesday
Study Bible Study, 8 p.m.
(CAMP BELVEDERE continued from page 11)
“Peopleherearesupportiveof United werepdraling oneday, axdonemancame  here, and degping on cotsin conex box up,” sAdKing.
Satesforoes” said Soc. Ibzen Ortiz, an and started sheking our hends and kissing sizedrooms thesoldiershavetakenthat in “Wereintheinfantry,” sddPaget.
infantrymenwith CCo. 1-32Inf.“Everytime  us andtdling usthet Americaweasgrest. It dride “We reusad to moving every few wesks
wewalk around, they comeout andshekeour  mademefed proudtobean American.” “It sgoodlivingconditions betterthen  Living out of arucksack isnobig dedl.”
hends They gpprove of usbeing here We Andasforlivinginatemporary sst-up  what you would expect for atemporary st
(PYSOPS continued from page 13)
barriers andthisprovinceisnodifferert. Deveopment Detachment), whichdesgns  they'regetting themessegeandthey're Thisday’ sproduct was Eurodollar informétion.
“Thursday momingsinVitinaisMarket and producesour products Asthe Tactica supporting us Thet' sagood fedingtoknow  Thehandbill explainedthemark toEuro
Day andwehringCD’'smadeby KFORand ~ Team, weadudly ddiver themessge If wedidsomethingthet' shavinganimpact.|  deedline For themogt part, thesehillsare
they havealat of Top40songsonitandin wesee somethingweknow that nesdsto cametoPY SOPtohdppeople Inhdping  reinforcament to getinto thebanksbeforethe

between each songisaK FOR messagethat
encourages school atendance, cooperation
with KFOR and cartan messageslikethet,”
sad Smith. “Weplay themusicdownthereand
passout our products A lot of peopletak tous
andthey likeit. It sagood rgpport builder.

Now whenwegoto Viting, they know who
weareand they comeand talk tous Wedso
giveout KFOR CD'stotheradioshowsona
weekly bess WehaveaPDD (Product

be addressed, and we come up with a
cartainides, PDD figuresout thebest way
todisseminateitandweddiverit.”

A pagt PY SOP campeigntoinform
theditizenry hastakenafoothold. Another
inganceof animpect indicator wasssenon
thedrivetothistown. Thekidswereholding
their thumbsup. Thepreviouscampeign hed
amessagecdled, “ ThumbsUp For
KFOR", and just ssaing thekids means

peoplehere, not only do | increesethe
quelity of their lives but | dsoincressethe
qudity of lifefor KFOR oldiersao. If we
don't havetoworry about thecivilian
populace coming up and smacking themor
being belligerent, thet' sgood,” hesad.
SttinginhisHMMWV withahand
full of handhillsto passout was Sgt. Nicho-
lasJordan. “WeusLdly giveout betwean
300and 600 productsinaday,” hesad.

deadlineonFebruary 28th.

Thetesmwalked from storeto store,
taking to storekeepersand askingthemtheir
opnos

“Thereisnothing secret or mystical about
our unit,” sidCdle “It' sjust someaf thethings
they teach usto do beforewecomeintoan
area. Westudy thegroup of peoplewe re
going to ded with, owecanleam and havea
better underdanding.”
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Super Bowling

D-Facs, MWR and NFL greats bring game excitement to Kosovo

by Cpl. Taylor
Barbaree
Editor

CAMP
BONDSTEEL— It was
midnight in February
and football was still
being played. Through-
out Task Force Falcon,
soldiers gathered at
their respective base
camps to witness one of
the most patriotic and
competitive Super
Bowlsin NFL history.

Thisyear's event,
generally heralded by
avid NFL fansas
“Super Sunday”, took
placeinthe“Big Easy”
(New Orleans) at the
Louisiana Superdome
on Feb. 3. It was the
first timein recent
history the Super Bowl,
the 36th event of its
kind, took place in the
month of the Ground-
hog. And yet despite
the midnight kickoff in
Kosovo and being
thousand of milesfrom
the game between the NFC’ s Saint Louis Rams and
the AFC’' s New England Patriots, soldierstill had
plenty to cheer about.

“They really did thisoneupright,” said Sgt.
Jeffrey Toniatti, NCOIC of TFF' s JVB Operations
section, noting al the patriotic festivities and the
celebrations that took place before and during the
halftime of the game. “| watch the Super Bowl each
year, and | think this one has to be the best.”

Compliments of AFN-TV, which began airing
Super Bowl XXXV coverage beginning at 5 p.m.
(European time), servicemembers serving in 167
countries were able to watch the events unfold.

Performing prior and during the halftime inter-
mission were entertainment icons Paul McCartney,
NSYNC, U2, Mary J. Blige, and Marc Anthony.
Pop divaMariah Carey teamed up with The Boston
Pops Orchestra for the national anthem, as former
President George Herbert Walker Bush presided
over the traditional coin toss.

Here and at Camp Magrath, Camp Monteith,
and Camp Able Sentry soldiers settled down in front
of the big screen televisions to watch the game and
were treated to a variety of finger foods and bever-
ages. Menus at each venue included: cheese sticks,
onion rings, potato wedges, chicken wings, pizza,
jalapeno poppers, french fries and al the near-beer
they cared to eat and drink. Aside from the food
and giveaways, which took place throughout the
evening, there were several former NFL players and
Super Bowl participants present.

“Thisisawonderful experienceand I’'m glad
that | received an opportunity to visit these great
(servicemembers),” said Mike Wagner, who played
on Super Bowl teamswith the Pittsburgh Steelersin
1975, 76, 79 and ‘' 80. “| am especialy glad to be
in Kosovo, because right now the focusis on events
taking place in Afghanistan. Whilethat's certainly
understandable, | know that everyone here is doing
agreat job aswell.”

Both Wagner and Mike Horan, a punter with
the Saint L ouis Rams when they beat the Tennessee
Titansin 2000 during Super Bowl XXXV, visited
with servicemembers at Camp Bondsteel. At Camp
Monteith, Eugene “Mercury” Morris (see related
story page 12) visited with servicemembers while
Napoleon McCallum and David Studdard signed

Camp Monteith’s Pfc. Gabriel Aramaydo, Spc. Rhea Armas, Spc. Danny Jones and Saff Sgt. Michael Romero(left to right), react
to one of the New England Patriots's big plays during Super Bowl XXXVI.

autographs and had photos made with soldiers at

Camp Able Sentry
and Camp
Magrath. Their
visitsto Task
Force Falcon were
sponsored by
MWR.

Aswith any
big sports event,
there was plenty of
trash talking taking
place aswell.

“I'mgoingto
cdl up Bill
(Bdichik) and tell
him: “Bill, you've
got to pull out all
the stops. There's
alot of non-
believershere,”
Staff Sgt. Edwin
Alicea, NCOIC of
Camp Monteith’s
Area Support
Team, saidtoa
friend as the teams
were introduced.

At Camp
Bondsted, sitting
with abevy of
Saint Louis fans
near by, Spc. Sean
Jordan, a‘Red
Leg’ with A Bat-
tery, 3-62nd Air
DefenseArtillery,
said, “Even though
| am a San Fran-
cisco fan, I'm
rooting for the
Patriots, because
they are the
underdogs.”

Spc.Adrian
Bennett, combat
engineer with C

Co., 27th Engineer
Battalion (Task Force
Tiger) countered by
stating his dislike for
the Patriots.

“I'maSaint Louis
fan al theway, and |
believe they can win
it,” he said, mentioning
that he prefers this kind
of game environment.

“1 would rather
watch the game here
with my friends and
other people than go
back to my room. This
isthe closest to a
Super Bowl party that
you can have while
here.”

The game con-
cluded in dramatic
fashion around 4 am.
as New England kicker
Adam Vinatieri nailed a
48-yard field goal with
time running out to give
the Patriots a 20-17
win.

Editor’s note:
Falcon Flier staff
writer, Spc. Bill
Putnam contributed

to this article.

Spe. Bill Putnanyphoto

Cpl. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Spc. Adrian Bennett, right, poses with former Pittsburgh great Mike Wagner. Wagner autographed
his Seeler jersey and gave it to Bennett. Wagner and other former NFL players visited with
servicemembers during the Super Bowl.




